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Dr.  Steven Close

11:45-12:45 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS

10:30-11:30 PLENARY - AUDITORIUM

9:30-10:00 REGISTRATION AND
COFFEE

12:45-13:45 LUNCH

10:00-10:20 OPENING REMARKS -   
                      AUDITORIUM

Registration Table

Prof.  Yael  Levin ,   Associate
Provost for Academic Affairs ,
Rothberg International School ,
HUJI

Mr. Jonathan Mandelbaum Shor ,
Associate Dean, Faculty of
Humanit ies,  HUJI

Dr.  Bridget Schvarcz ,  HoD EFL ,
HUJI

Dr.  Leor Cohen ,  H-INET Chair ,  HoD
Open University

Dr.  Daniel  Portman  - room 2001
Revolutionize your written production
assessment with Notebook LM

Hebrew University Panel  - room 3001
Scenario-based speaking activit ies in
action

Dr.  Samia Zeid  - room 1001
Using  storytel l ing to enhance
intercultural communication in EPIC
courses



DURING BREAKS - TABLES

Dr.  Bridget Schvarcz
Dr.  Leor Cohen
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Dr.  Kate Mastruserio Reynolds

16:15-16:30 CLOSING REMARKS - 
                     AUDITORIUM

15:15-16:15 PLENARY - AUDITORIUM

14:00-15:00 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS

Dr.  Steven Close  - room 3001
Artif icial  Intel l igence in EPIC Action-
Oriented Writ ing 

Dr.  Anu Abu Rahal  - room 2001
Reimagining “Motivation at work” :
Designing interactive scenario-based
tasks for EPIC classes

Dr.  Susie Russak and Efrat Golan
Matalon  - room 1001
How to adapt EPIC course materials
and activit ies for struggling students

Come Publish with JEPIC!
Virtual Exchange: Yes,  You Can!

HOW TO GET THERE

Buses:  68 or 568 from the
Jerusalem Central  Bus
Station/Itzhak Navon train station
to Mt.  Scopus 
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Dr. Steven Close ,  Big Bend Community
College, Moses Lake, Washington

AI poses a challenge for writing instruction
as a temptation for students to have their
work completed for them with l ittle effort.
This presentation focuses on intell igently
integrating AI into EPIC, including designing
action-oriented writing tasks that require
human participation, clarifying the role and
limits of AI  detectors,  and discouraging
misuse while supporting scenario
completion.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN EPIC
ACTION-ORIENTED WRITING 

THE MISSING LINK: WHY
PRONUNCIATION MATTERS IN THE
ACTION-ORIENTED APPROACH
AND HOW TO TEACH IT

Dr. Kate Mastruserio Reynolds ,  Central
Washington University

Pronunciation is often treated incidentally
in EPIC, yet research shows it  substantial ly
aids learner intell igibil ity,
comprehensibil ity,  and confidence. This
presentation offers practical strategies for
incorporating pronunciation into EPIC
literacy and vocabulary instruction through
stress and rhythm routines, noticing tasks,
connected speech practice, and sound–
spell ing–meaning activities,  which position
pronunciation as integral to the action-
oriented approach.
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Dr. Susie Russak ,  Independent Researcher
Efrat Golan Matalon ,  Open University of
Israel

This workshop wil l  provide principles and
guidelines for adapting EPIC course
materials and activities for struggling
students.  Following a discussion, we wil l
focus on how teachers can make changes in
their teaching environments and pedagogy.
By the end of the workshop, participants
wil l  be able to incorporate at least one of
the principles within an existing lesson
plan. Interested participants should bring
course materials (e.g.  a lesson plan with
materials) that they are presently using in
their EPIC courses and aligned with the
CEFR action-oriented approach.

HOW TO ADAPT EPIC COURSE
MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES FOR
STRUGGLING STUDENTS

REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR WRITTEN
PRODUCTION ASSESSMENT WITH
NOTEBOOK LM
Dr. Daniel Portman ,  Azriel i  College of
Engineering Jerusalem

Have you tried grading writing with
ChatGPT and it  hasn’t worked? This
workshop explores how Notebook LM, a free
Google tool,  offers more consistent and
objective grading than open LLMs l ike
ChatGPT. Learn a classroom tried-and-
tested method for training Notebook LM to
assess your students’  writing, delivering the
time-saving benefits of AI  while maintaining
full  control over your pedagogical criteria.
Interested participants should bring a
written production task and grading
criteria.  Ensure access to an LLM such as
ChatGPT and Notebook LM.

Note: Please bring laptops to the workshops.
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Dr. Steven Close,  Big Bend Community
College, Moses Lake, Washington

Building on my plenary,  this hands-on
workshop equips EPIC instructors with
practical tools to redesign writing tasks
for ethical AI  use.  We wil l  practice
adapting assignments,  creating human-in-
the-loop checkpoints,  and developing
classroom protocols that promote
integrity while leveraging AI for learning
across varied EPIC contexts.  Interested
participants should bring current writing
tasks and assessment criteria.

IMPLEMENTING AI IN THE EPIC
ACTION-ORIENTED WRITING
CLASSROOM

REIMAGINING “MOTIVATION AT
WORK”: DESIGNING INTERACTIVE
SCENARIO-BASED TASKS FOR
EPIC CLASSES
Anu Abu Rahal ,  Kinneret Academic College

This hands-on workshop challenges EPIC
instructors to refine an asynchronous
"Motivation at Work" scenario via the
action-oriented approach, delivery mode,
and digital  tools.  After an introduction and
analysis of the unit and its current
activities,  small  groups wil l  redesign a task
to strengthen interaction, collaboration,
and meaningful communication as well  as
suggest digital  enhancements.  Instructors
gain ready-to-use materials and strategies
in a shared document.

Note: Please bring laptops to the workshops.
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Anna Farfel Litovsky, Dafna Kalina, Sarah
Price, Amy Styer,  Louise Klaf,  Batsheva
Gutterman

Moderator:  Dr. Bridget Schvarcz ,  Hebrew
University of Jerusalem

In this panel discussion, Hebrew University
instructors share their journey of designing
and implementing scenario-based speaking
activities across discipline specific courses
and proficiency levels.  We offer practical
starting points,  adaptable templates,  and
facil itation strategies for turning scenarios
into meaningful speaking interaction.
Participants wil l  leave with plenty of
inspiration and ideas for launching their
own activities.  

SCENARIO-BASED SPEAKING
ACTIVITIES IN ACTION

USING STORYTELLING TO
ENHANCE INTERCULTURAL
COMMUNICATION IN EPIC
COURSES

Dr. Samia Zeid ,  Western Gali lee College

This workshop introduces storytell ing as a
practical EPIC pedagogy for enhancing
intercultural  competence. Participants wil l
be guided in sharing personal intercultural
incidents,  practicing mediation and active
listening. They wil l  leave with a theoretical
framework, practical classroom procedures,
sample tasks,  and concrete strategies for
integrating storytell ing within an action-
oriented pedagogy. Interested participants
should bring a meaningful object or photo
and/or a meaningful story from their own
life to share with the circle.

Note: Please bring laptops to the workshops.


